
Soviet Russia Nazi Germany 
Basic Principles: 
Marxism-Leninism;  
the working class as 
the revolutionary 
subject; support 
dictatorship of the 
proletariat. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Basic Principles: 
Authoritarian, action-
oriented, brutal type 
of government; the 
leader is identified 
with the state. It is 
the obligation of 
every citizen to serve 
the state. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Political: 
Nationalist,  
believe that 
parliamentary 
democracy only 
helps the ruling class, 
hence object to a 
democratic type of 
government as well.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Political: 
Nationalist, militarist, 
racist  
consider communists 
their main enemy, 
and accuse Jews of 
undermining entire 
nations   
They believe 
democracy is weak 
and corrupt,  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Social: 
Supported by 
workers (USSR) and 
peasants (China),  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Economic: 
Collective ownership 
centralized state 
planning. 
 
 
 
 
 

Social: 
Supported by 
industrialists, the 
military and, 
partially, the 
bourgeoisie 
(different from 
communism). 
 
 
 
Economic: 
Private property 
(different from 
communism), 
controlled by state 
corporations or the 
state itself. 
 
 



 
SOCIALIST 
ECONOMY, previous 
owners 
disproprieted, hence 
a revolution; 
communists will take 
the factories away 
from private owners. 
 
 
 
 
Cultural: 
Censorship, 
indoctrination, 
propaganda, secret 
police, denunciation. 
 
 

 
CAPITALISTIC 
ECONOMY, yet state-
controlled, planned 
economy, hence: 
Leave private 
property untouched, 
the factory owners 
will keep their 
factories. 
 
 
 
Cultural: 
Censorship, 
indoctrination, 
propaganda, secret 
police, denunciation. 
 
 



 
Points of critique: 
Socialist economy 
nothing but a state-
run capitalism; 
ongoing human 
rights violations. 
Remember: 
Communists are 
enemies of 
the state 

 
Nazi Germany: 
purification of the 
race and the 
Holocaust  
 
 
Remember: Fascists 
are enemies of a 
democratic type of 
government, yet very 
much supportive of a 
strong, powerful 
state. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Venn diagram below compares command and mixed economies. 

 

 
 

Which is associated with both a command economy and a mixed economy? 

 

  

A)  free trade 

 

B)  personal investment 

 

C)  entrepreneurial spirit 

 

D) X  government regulations 
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